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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO MR. DENNIS WELLER
HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
tribute to Mr. Dennis Weller. Mr. Weller was
awarded the Contractor of the Year Award by
the Associated Builders and Contractors on
February 26, 2004. This award is given annu-
ally to an individual who has demonstrated
significant accomplishment for Associated
Builders and Contractors, the merit shop, and
the construction industry.

Mr. Weller is president and chief executive
officer of Structural Associates, Inc. in East
Syracuse, New York. In addition, he has held
numerous leadership positions with Associated
Builders and Contractors, including vice chair-
man on the national executive committee and
chairman of the chapter development com-
mittee.

Kirk Pickerel, Associated Builders and Con-
tractors president and CEO, said of Weller,
“He and his firm have pursued a free enter-
prise, merit shop approach to construction in a
State and region that has long been domi-
nated by those who oppose such concepts.”
Mr. Weller is a source of pride to our commu-
nity and should be commended for his hard
work and dedication.

———

TRIBUTE TO ELDER ELLIS SMITH,
JR.

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to rise
today to recognize a respected member of my
district, Elder Ellis Smith, Jr., as he and his
congregation celebrate the dedication of their
church on April 4, 2004. Elder Smith cele-
brates this event with his beloved wife, First
Lady Elresia Smith, their three sons, Ellis
Tarique lll, Ellis Jerod IV, and Terrell, and
their daughter, Jullisa.

Elder Smith was born in Newark in 1961,
which makes him my neighbor for almost 43
years and counting. He is a graduate of West
Side High School in Newark, Evangelical Bible
Institute in Parsippany, and he attended
Upsala College in East Orange.

Elder Smith formed Siloah Church in 1997
and had the first services at his kitchen table
at his Parsippany residence. Sunday afternoon
services were held for a brief period at
Rouzeu’s Manor in Orange. The Smith family
eventually converted the family room of their
residence into a Sanctuary, where Sunday
morning services and Bible study continued
until they acquired a site in East Orange in
early 2001, changing the ministry’s name to
The Love of Christ.

From its nascency, assembled around his
kitchen table, to its full emergence as The

Love of Christ Ministry, Elder Smith has nur-
tured this growing gathering of the faithful. As
they celebrate and dedicate this special event,
I hope that he will be encouraged as he sees
the fruits of his labors and will be refreshed to
continue his ministry with excitement and
vigor.

It is my distinct honor to join with his con-
gregation and our community in offering our
encouragement and support as they celebrate
the dedication of their church. | hope that this
will be a time of great blessing for him and his
family.

We are all grateful for his leadership and vi-
sion, as well as his community involvement
through the Statewide Parent Advocacy Net-
work and the Coalesce Youth Organization.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in extending
my thanks to Elder Smith for his years of pas-
toral ministry, and | invite my colleagues to
join me in wishing him the strength and grace
to continue for many years to come.

————

CELEBRATING THE 25TH YEAR OF
THE TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, as Members
of Congress and friends of Taiwan get ready
to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Tai-
wan Relations Act, | rise to express my contin-
ued support for friendship between America
and the Republic of China on Taiwan. Despite
the regrettable fact that our two nations no
longer enjoy formal diplomatic relations, the
U.S. and the Republic of China on Taiwan
have remained strong allies for the better part
of a century.

Much of this strong relationship is based on
the Taiwan Relations Act, which has been in-
strumental in maintaining peace, security and
stability in the Taiwan Strait and the Western
Pacific since its enactment in 1979. Over the
last quarter century, the Republic of China on
Taiwan has built a strong economy and a
healthy, vibrant and fully functioning multi-
party democracy, conducting free elections at
all levels, including the recent and razor-thin
reelection of incumbent President Chen Shui-
Bian.

The 1979 Taiwan Relations Act viewed Tai-
wan’s membership in international organiza-
tions as conducive to Taiwan’s stability and
economic prosperity. Over the years, the U.S.
has continued to support the participation of
Taiwan in international affairs, its accession to
the World Trade Organization and the ROC’s
ongoing efforts to become an observer in the
World Health Organization. | believe Taiwan’s
active participation and contributions to these
and all international organizations will be ben-
eficial not just to the people of Taiwan but to
the international community at large.

Mr. Speaker, the last 25 years under the
framework of the TRA have been positive for

both the Republic of China on Taiwan and the
United States. The Taiwan Relations Act has
helped to maintain stability and security for the
people of the United States, the people of Tai-
wan and for those in neighboring countries.
Maintaining and enhancing the close stra-
tegic, commercial and military cooperation be-
tween the United States and the Republic of
China on Taiwan have been of critical impor-
tance for the last 25 years and will remain so
in the future, in large part thanks to the TRA.

CHINA AND WTO RULES

HON. NICK SMITH

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, there
is a problem that Congress needs to pay at-
tention to in terms of the dramatic increase in
the price of scrap steel. It is hurting manufac-
turing in Michigan and around our country.
China is bidding up the price and hoarding
steel. If China won’t conduct business and
comply with WTO rules, then we need to con-
sider drastic action, such as cutting off imports
coming from China. If the shelves of some of
our discount stores go bare, buy American.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE JAMESVILLE-
DEWITT BOYS’ VARSITY BASKET-
BALL TEAM

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
tribute to the Jamesville-Dewitt boys’ varsity
basketball team. The team went undefeated
this season with 29 wins and no losses or ties.
The team rose to become class A State fed-
eration champions, defeating St. Joseph’s of
Buffalo in overtime by a score of 78 to 73. The
team’s 29 wins were the most recorded by
any team in section three history.

There were six outstanding players who
made big plays to bring their team to victory
in the final game of the season. Senior co-
captain Jeremy Black led the squad with 20
points and was 6 of 8 from behind the three-
point line. Junior Andy Rautins, the tour-
nament MVP, finished with 18 points and six
assists. Junior Ari Greenberg also scored 18
points; and senior Reggie Flynn scored 8
points, grabbed 10 rebounds and had five as-
sists. Jamesville-Dewitt’s coach, Bob
McKenney said of the team, “I've never had a
group with a will to win like these guys.”

The team includes Brian Becker, Jeremy
Black, Zach Bratek, Corey Chavers, Andrew
Cottet, Zachary Drescher, Reggie Flynn,
Aaron Greenberg, Manuel Karam, Tim Palma,
Andy Rautins, John Romano, Justin Stern,
Spencer Traino, Micke Triche, and Chris
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